
Capodimonte,	Caravaggio	and	Bella	Napoli	
Journey	to	Naples
June	16-23	2019

American	Friends	of	Capodimonte



Early	a'ernoon	arrival	and	se/ling	in	to	the	
Hotel	Excelsior	overlooking	the	Bay	of	
Naples.	

Welcome	 to	 the	 palace	 and	 park	 of	
Capodimonte	with	cocktails	on	the	Belvedere	
followed	 by	 a	 private	 dinner	 in	 the	 Savoy	
monarchy’s	 personal,	 nineteenth-century	
apartments	 within	 the	 museum	 (the	
“O/ocento	Privato”),	hosted	by	 the	Director,	
Sylvain	Bellenger.

Sunday	June	16th	
Welcome to Capodimonte
_________________________________________________________________



Visit	to	‘Caravaggio	Napoli’	at	Capodimonte	guided	
by	its	curators,	Sylvain	Bellenger	and	Maria	CrisPna	
Terzaghi.	 This	 important	 exhibiPon	 focuses	 on	 the	
period	 between	 1606	 to	 1610,	 when	 Caravaggio	
lived	and	worked	 in	Naples.	 These	 years	were	not	
only	 significant	 to	 Caravaggio’s	 career,	 but	 the	
painPngs	 he	 created	 in	 Naples	 le'	 the	 city	 with	
some	of	its	most	influenPal	arPsPc	heritage.	

Lunch	 in	 the	 Giardino	 Torre	 in	 the	 park	 of	
Capodimonte.	

In	 the	 a'ernoon,	 an	 introducPon	 to	 the	
Capodimonte	 collecPon	 with	 James	 Anno,	 AFC	
Curatorial	Fellow,	followed	by	a	visit	to	the	galleries	
at	 your	 own	pace	OR	 return	 to	 the	 hotel	 to	 be	 at	
leisure.	

Cocktails	on	the	terrace	of	Sylvain’s	home,	followed	
by	an	opPonal	dinner	at	a	restaurant.

Monday	June	17th	
Caravaggio and Capodimonte
_________________________________________________________________



An	all-day	excursion	to	the	island	of	Ischia.	

Morning	 transfer	 on	 the	hydrofoil	 from	Naples	 to	
Ischia.	Upon	arrival,	exploring	at	leisure.	

Lunch	at	a	local	restaurant.	

In	 the	a'ernoon	we	will	have	privileged	access	 to	
the	gardens	of	La	Mortella,	the	former	home	of	the	
English	composer	Sir	William	Walton	and	his	wife	
Susana.	 In	 the	 1950s	 Lady	 Walton	 designed	 the	
subtropical	 and	 Mediterranean	 gardens	 with	 the	
renowned	landscape	architect	Russell	Page	to	take	
full	 advantage	 of	 the	 microclimate,	 terrain,	 and	
views	over	the	sea.		

Dinner	at	Mezzatorre,	once	home	to	the	filmmaker	
Luchino	VisconP	and	now	a	hotel	and	spa.		

Sunset	private	boat	ride	back	to	Naples.

Tuesday	June	18th	
Ischia
_________________________________________________________________



We	will	be	guided	by	Christopher	Bakke,	AFC	
pre-doctoral	intern,	to	see	the	city’s	most	
impressive	churches,	including	the	chapels	
and	altars	which	once	housed	masterpieces	
now	in	the	collecPon	at	Capodimonte.	

Lunch	in	a	local	restaurant.		

In	the	a'ernoon,	conPnue	with	Chris	or	
explore	at	your	own	pace.	

In	the	evening	we	are	invited	to	a	special	
dinner	at	the	stunning	private	home	of	a	
collector	of	Baroque	art.

Wednesday	June	19th	
Walking tour of the centro	storico 
with Christopher Bakke
___________________________________________________________________________



A	behind	the	scenes	look	guided	by	the	
Director	of	Pompeii	to	see	some	of	the	
wonders	of	Pompeii	not	open	to	the	general	
public.		

Lunch	at	a	restaurant	in	Pompeii,	discovering	
what	the	Romans	ate.	

Return	to	Naples	in	the	a'ernoon	to	visit	the	
Archaeological	Museum	with	its	Director	to	
see	arPfacts	from	Pompeii,	treasures	from	
the	Farnese	sculpture	collecPon,	the	special	
exhibiPon	‘Canova	and	the	AnPque’	plus	a	
peek	into	the	store	rooms	of	the	museum.	

Dinner	at	a	restaurant	adjacent	to	the	Castel	
dell’Ovo,	a	short	walk	from	the	hotel.

Thursday	June	20th	
Pompeii and the Archeological 
Museum of Naples
_________________________________________________________________



In	the	morning	we	will	visit	the	Roman	
amphitheater	at	Posillipo,	with	its	stunning	
view	over	the	Mediterranean	sea.	

Lunch	at	a	characterisPc	restaurant	in	
Posillipo	followed	by	an	a'ernoon	at	leisure	
in	Naples.	

Dinner	at	the	private	Reale	Yacht	Club	
Canoeeri	Savoia,	opposite	our	hotel.

Friday	June	21st	
Posillipo and Diner by the Bay
_________________________________________________________________



We	 will	 join	 Carmine	 Romano,	 head	 of	 the	
DigitalizaPon	 Department	 at	 Capodimonte,	
for	 a	 morning	 coffee	 at	 the	 elegant	 Caffè	
Gambrinus.	

A'erwards	 Carmine	 will	 guide	 us	 to	 the	
Certosa	di	San	MarPno	to	teach	us	about	the	
history	of	the	Neapolitan	crèche.		

Lunch	in	a	local	restaurant.	

In	 the	 a'ernoon	 Carmine	 will	 take	 us	 on	 a	
tour	of	the	presepe	workshops	of	the	via	San	
Gregorio	Armeno.	

Farewell	dinner	at	the	Palazzo	San	Teodoro. 

Saturday	June	22nd	
The Neapolitan Art of the Presepe 

________________________________________________________________________



This	trip	is	organized	by	the	American	Friends	of	Capodimonte.
Sylvain	Bellenger
Sylvain	 Bellenger	 is	 the	 Director	 of	 Capodimonte.	 A'er	 a	 disPnguished	
career	 at	 a	 variety	 of	museums	 including	 the	 Cleveland	Museum	 of	 Art	
and	 The	 Art	 InsPtute	 of	 Chicago,	 he	 took	 on	 the	 directorship	 of	
Capodimonte	 in	 2015.	 During	 his	 tenure,	 Sylvain	 has	 made	 notable	
improvements	 to	 the	 park	 and	 palace	 of	 Capodimonte	 and	 brought	
numerous	exhibiPons	to	the	Museum	including	the	loan	of	a	Vermeer	from	
The	Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art.	He	is	the	curator	of	‘Caravaggio	Napoli’	
and	 passionate	 about	 the	 Neapolitan	 art	 of	 the	 Christmas	 crèche.	 His	
enthusiasm	for	promoPng	Capodimonte	and	Naples	is	infecPous.	

James	Anno
James	Anno	is	the	first	AFC	Curatorial	Fellow	at	Capodimonte	and	received	
his	 PhD	 in	 art	 history	 at	 Washington	 University	 in	 St.	 Louis,	 wriPng	 a	
dissertaPon	 on	 Michelangelo.	 James’	 experPse	 is	 15th	 and	 16th	 century	
Italian	painPng	and	sculpture	and	he	co-curates	the	Farnese	CollecPon	of	
Renaissance	Art	at	Capodimonte.	Originally	from	Oklahoma,	James	resides	
with	his	wife	and	three	children	in	the	Chiaia	neighborhood	of	Naples.		

Carmine	Romano
Carmine	Romano	is	head	of	the	DigitalizaPon	Department	at	Capodimonte	
and	received	his	PhD	in	art	history	at	the	Sorbonne	in	Paris.	Carmine	has	
published	 extensively	 on	 the	 Neapolitan	 Crèche.	 Of	 Neapolitan	 and	
Canadian	 origin,	 Carmine	 is	 also	 an	 accomplished	 art	 restorer	 and	 has	
worked	 on	 many	 of	 the	 greatest	 monumental	 frescoes	 in	 Naples.	 Most	
recently,	Carmine	co-curated	 the	exhibiPon	 ‘Storerooms	of	Capodimonte:	
A	Story	to	Tell’	on	view	unPl	May	2019.		

Christopher	Bakke	
Christopher	 Bakke	 is	 the	 American	 Friends	 of	 Capodimonte	 Pre-Doctoral	
Curatorial	 Intern.	 Born	 and	 raised	 in	 Portland,	 Oregon,	 he	 studied	 the	
history	of	Italian	and	French	art	at	the	Sorbonne	University	in	Paris	where	
he	 wrote	 his	 MA	 thesis	 on	 the	 Neapolitan	 tradiPon	 of	 painted	 wooden	
church	ceilings.	He	has	a	great	penchant	 for	 the	 Italian	South,	especially	
Naples,	 and	 his	 interests	 include	 academic	 painPng	 in	 France	 and	 the	
architectural	history	of	Mexico	City.	

Amercian	Friends	of	Capodimonte
The	American	Friends	of	Capodimonte	is	a	501(c)(3)	non-profit	
organizaPon	that	exists	to	bring	awareness	of	the	museum	of	
Capodimonte	and	its	incredible	treasures	to	an	English-speaking	
audience.	We	are	a	group	of	scholars	and	art	enthusiasts	dedicated	to	
sharing	the	collecPons	as	well	as	raising	and	maintaining	funds	for	the	
Museum.	We	are	proud	to	fund	a	Post-Doctoral	Curatorial	Fellowship	
Program	and	support	the	Director	in	his	imaginaPve	projects.

AFC	Board
Mrs	Nancy	Vespoli,	Chair;	Mr	Vincent	Buonanno;	Ms	CrisPna	Del	Sesto;	
Dr	Claire	Van	Cleave	

Details	of	the	trip
Please	note:		some	of	the	details	of	this	iPnerary	are	not	yet	confirmed	
and	may	be	subject	to	change.	

Es>mated	cost	of	trip
We	esPmate	that	the	cost	of	the	trip	will	be	$4,500	per	person,	double	
occupancy.	Flights	to	Naples	are	not	included	in	this	price.	ReservaPons	
to	be	confirmed	before	7th	April	2019.	Please	email	
americanfriendsofcapodimonte@gmail.com	to	register	interest.	

Charitable	Dona>on	to	AFC
The	price	of	the	trip	does	not	include	a	charitable	contribuPon	to	the	AFC,	
but	we	encourage	parPcipants	to	give	a	donaPon.	We	aim	to	keep	the	
trip	capped	at	20	parPcipants,	therefore	booking	will	be	prioriPsed	to	
donors	giving	$1,000	or	more	per	person.	Please	let	us	know	if	you	would	
like	to	be	put	on	the	waiPng	list	for	those	giving	smaller	amounts.	All	
donaPons	will	be	fully	tax	deducPble.	Email	
americanfriendsofcapodimonte@gmail.com	for	further	informaPon.
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